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	Example of Question
	Best Type of Graph for the Question

	For showing quantities at a specific time
	What are the relative sizes of the various sources of government revenue?
	pie or circle graph

bar graph

	For making comparisons at a specific time
	What are the levels of foreign investment in Canada by various countries?
	pie or circle graph

bar graph

	For describing trends over time
	How has the population of Canada changed over time?
	line graph

bar graph

	For observing relationships at a particular time
	Is there a relationship between years of education and average income?
	line graph

scatter graph


Tips:

1. Keep the content as simple as possible.

2. If using time on the X axis, list from left to right.

3. Data that is continuous, such as population growth, can be shown in a line graph.

4. Events that are not connected should be shown on a scatter graph, not joined in a line graph.

5. For visual interest, use colour, illustration, symbols, different fonts, and different types of lines.
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The known value goes on the X axis (year, number of years of education, etc.)





The measured value goes on the Y axis (number of immigrants, average income, etc.)
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