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Use this sheet to increase your understanding of the economic situation of Canada during the Laurier Period. Examine the tables below and answer the questions that follow. 

	Table 1—% of Labour Force
	
	Table 2—Average Annual Wages ($)

	Year
	Agricultural
	Non-agricultural
	
	Year
	Production Workers
	Office Workers

	1891

1901

1911

1971
	45.8

40.2

34.3

  5.6
	54.2

59.8

65.7

94.4
	
	1905

1910
	375

417
	846

994


	Table 3—Average Hourly Wage (¢) for Canadian Workers, 1901–1914 (1949 = 100)

	Year 
	Overall
	Logging
	Coal Mining
	Metal Mining
	Manu-facturing
	Construc-tion
	Railways
	Tele-phone
	Services

	1901

1905

1910

1914
	18.6

21.1

24.4

25.8
	23.8

26.4

29.6

29.7
	24.2

25.2

27.5

29.8
	33.8

32.5

34.6

36.6
	—

—

20.7

23.0
	19.2

23.2

27.6

32.1
	19.8

21.4

25.9

29.0
	—

—

—

—
	—

—

—

25.2


	Table 4—Hourly Wages (¢) in the Building Trades by City, 1901–1914

	Year
	Carpenter
	Electrician
	Plumber
	Labourer

	Halifax 

	1901

1905

1910

1914
	22

25

30

35
	15

20

26

35
	22

22

30

35
	14

17

20

25

	Montreal

	1901

1905

1910

1914
	18

28

30

45
	17

22

28

40
	19

25

35

43
	15

20

22

30

	Toronto

	1901

1905

1910

1914
	25

33

35

45
	23

28

35

40
	28

35

40

45
	23

25

28

30
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	Table 4 (continued)—Hourly Wages (¢) in the Building Trades by City, 1901–1914

	Year
	Carpenter
	Electrician
	Plumber
	Labourer

	Winnipeg

	1901

1905

1910

1914
	25

35

45

48
	23

30

40

45
	40

40

50

55
	20

25

25

28

	Vancouver

	1901

1905

1910

1914
	33

44

50

53
	33

44

50

63
	34

50

63

63
	25

35

44

37


	Table 5—Overall Wholesale Price Index
1891–1914 (1935–39 = 100)
	
	Wholesale Price index for Farm Products
1891–1914 (1913 = 100)

	Year
	WPI
	
	Year
	WPI(F)

	1891

1901

1905

1910

1914
	67.1

63.7

70.4

78.5

85.4
	
	1891

1901

1905

1910

1914
	90.4

79.7

88.1

98.9

116.0


Adapted from Statistics Canada Historical Data.

1.
Examine Table 1. What trend do you notice?

2.
Examine Table 2. Which type of worker enjoyed a larger wage increase?

3.
Examine Table 3. Which category of worker had the largest wage increase? Which category of worker had the smallest?
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4.
a)
Examine Table 4. Which city had the largest relative wage increase between 1901 and 1914? Estimate the percentage increase.

b)
Which city had the largest actual wage increase? (Calculate the wage increase for each worker and total them.) Which city had the second-largest?

c)
Suggest why wages were the highest in Vancouver.

5.
Examine Table 5. Compare the cost of goods in 1914 compared to 1901. What do you notice?

6.
Based on all the tables, do you think the standard of living for average Canadians rose, fell, or stayed about the same during this period? Explain.
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